A modified Minitek inoculum procedure for the identification of Enterobacteriaceae from positive blood cultures was shown to be reliable. The method consisted of inoculating the Minitek enteric and nonfermenter broth with blood culture fluid and incubating the inoculum for 4 h before use.
The Minitek test system (BBL Microbiology Systems, Cockeysville, Md.) is a miniaturized tube system for the identification of microorganisms. Disks impregnated with various chemical substrates are used to test for the biochemical activity of microorganisms. The recommended inoculum consists of suspending an isolated colony from plated medium into the appropriate inoculum broth. This test system for the identification of Enterobacteriaceae (1, 2) has been shown to be accurate and comparable to standard biochemical testing. To avoid delays in the identification of organisms present in blood culture specimens, we evaluated a method which allows for the preparation of an inoculum suspension from the positive blood culture fluid. The results from the modified inoculum procedure were compared with results obtained by the recommended inoculum procedure, using isolated colonies from the subcultures of the positive blood samples.
Blood culture bottles (brain heart infusion with p-aminobenzoic acid, 0.1% agar, 0.5 yg of hemin per ml, 10 Eight nonfermenting organisms were examined by the direct blood culture fluid to broth inoculum procedure. In this study, we found that the abbreviated biochemical test system and the shortened incubation time limit the usefulness of the modified inoculum procedure for nonfermenter identification. Five of eight nonfermenters recovered from blood cultures were Pseudomonas aeruginosa. All of those isolates produced pyocyanin on the Mueller-Hinton susceptibility plate prepared from the positive blood culture, which obviated the need for further identification procedures.
The direct broth inoculum procedure with the Enterobacteriaceae is a reliable means of identifying organisms present in blood cultures. The 
